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Northwest Christian University respectfully submits this report in accordance with Oregon 
Administrative Rule 584-420-0016 and ORS 342.147. 
 
Step One:  (Program Review):  The EPP reviews the Elementary-Multiple Subjects, Reading 
Intervention and/or Special Education: Generalist programs to determine if content, practica, 
assessments, and materials are sufficient to enable candidates to identify characteristics of 
dyslexia.  
 
The NCU Teacher Education Department includes generalist programs for Undergraduate and 
Master’s degrees.  Within those programs students choose a concentration area of either multiple 
subject elementary or middle/high school.  We have 3.75 full-time faculty and several highly 
qualified adjunct faculty who deliver an outstanding education for teacher candidates.   
 
Our journey with the new Dyslexia law began in October, with a brief conversation about the 
OAR that would soon be a new requirement.  In November following the commission meeting, a 
faculty meeting was held and the new rule, ORS 342.147 for dyslexia instruction was reviewed.   
We believe additional instruction and assessment methods for working with students with 
dyslexia should be embedded throughout our programs. We have identified courses in our 
programs where direct instruction to our candidates will be provided, ensuring that our graduates 
are well prepared to teach students that are identified or who may be identified as having 
dyslexia.  The courses we identified for direct instruction and assessment in regards to dyslexia 
are:  
 
Traditional Undergraduate Program: 
EDUC 330 Child Development 
EDUC 340 Elementary Literacy Methods and Children’s Literature 
EDUC 350 Elementary Math and Science Methods 
EDUC 313 Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment 
 
Adult Degree Program: 
EDUC 326 Exceptional Learners 
EDUC 331 Child Development and Learning Theory 
EDUC 342 Elementary Literacy Methods 
EDUC 369 Elementary Mathematics Methods 
 
Masters of Arts Program: 
EDUC 525 Exceptional Learners 
EDUC 530 Child Development and Learning Theory 
EDUC 541 Elementary Literacy Methods and Children’s Literature 
EDUC 551 Elementary Mathematics Methods 
 
Multiple Subject Elementary Endorsement: 
EDUC 530 Child Development and Learning Theory 
EDUC 541 Elementary Literacy Methods and Children’s Literature 
EDUC 551 Elementary Mathematics Methods 
 



Northwest Christian University                                                                                                   pg. 3 

ESOL Endorsement: 
EDUC 485 ESOL Practicum 
ESOL 315 English Grammar and Syntax 
ESOL 410 Theory and Methods 
ESOL 425 ESOL Teaching Oral and Literate Skills 
 
Step two:  (Standard met determination):  If the EPP determines the program currently meets the 
standard, the EPP describes in the plan how the current program components teach candidates 
to identify characteristics that may predict or are associated with dyslexia.  The description must 
be adequate to allow Commissioners to determine that the program has met the standard.   
 
 
The courses that I have listed above (Step 1) currently address assessments and instructional 
strategies for students who may be struggling in core content areas.  These courses include 
instruction for our teacher candidates which includes: characteristics of potential learning 
disabilities, evidence based reading instruction for all populations of students, administration and 
interpretation of universal screening and progress monitoring tools, and assessments that drive 
instruction for the students they will be teaching.  One example is in the Elementary Literacy 
Methods class we discuss the Response to Intervention model in depth; as a means for 
diagnosing students who are struggling, and as a process to identify students with special needs.  
Despite our robust curriculum already being offered to our teacher candidates, it was determined 
by our Teacher Education team that more work needs to be done to better align our instruction 
with the specific needs of students with dyslexia.   
 
 
 
Step three (Revisions needed determination):  If the EPP determines the program does not 
currently meet the standard, the EPP describes, in the plan, how the EPP will revise content 
(Example: syllabi), assessments instructional materials and/or practica to ensure candidates are 
able to identify characteristics of dyslexia.  The description of revised components must be 
adequate to allow Commissioners to determine the plan of compliance is sufficient to meet the 
new standard.  
 
To further the development of providing our teacher candidates with this instruction, we have 
contacted a Special Education Consultant, Katie M. Conley, to provide our Teacher Education 
faculty with professional development, specifically in the area of dyslexia.  The faculty will 
receive training in the following areas: identifying the characteristics that are associated with 
dyslexia, applying dyslexia assessments, and instructional knowledge to pedagogy practice.  This 
training will be followed by a work session on how to incorporate this new learning into their 
classes and will be reflected on syllabi and in course objectives.  We also recognize the 
practicum hours that will be added to our current programs.  Our field placement coordinator has 
read the practicum requirements and will be including that within our teacher candidate’s 
placements.   
 
The Teacher Education faculty is also working vigorously at learning more about dyslexia to 
ensure accurate information be taught to our teacher candidates.  One of the ways we are 
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working on increasing our knowledge about dyslexia is by reading and discussing the most 
current research available. I have attached one such article to this document (See Appendix A).   
 
In conclusion, the NCU faculty currently teaches many courses that identify assessments and 
instructional strategies that promote academic success for all students.  Many of our classes 
currently include content that ensures our teacher candidates know and understand the process of 
helping students who struggle with reading, writing, and language.  Our next step will be to 
provide all Education faculty with professional development including our upcoming training 
with Ms. Conley and ongoing study pertaining to dyslexia research. Time will be given for 
faculty to incorporate this information into their courses and our Teacher Education programs.  
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