Analysis of Program Alignment to Dyslexia Standards

Western Oregon University
Undergraduate and early childhood initial licensure, Special Educator, and Reading endorsement

Introduction

Following the recommendations made by TSPC staff and in accordance with OAR 584-420-0016, faculty at Western Oregon
University conducted systematic analyses of the programs preparing multiple subjects candidates for preliminary (initial) licensure,
special educators, and reading specialist. The results of this analysis can be found below including timelines for coming into

compliance with the requirements.
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Notes from Undergraduate and early childhood program analysis discussing gaps and how we will adjust to meet expectations
of the law (including timeline for coming into compliance):

e We will continue to collaborate with Linguistics faculty who teach LING 210, and LING 314 on foundational knowledge of
oral and written learning (phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, language acquisition and
variation, and the connections between linguistics and the development of reading and writing)

e All teacher candidates at WOU must pass NES Subtest | which includes extensive knowledge of oral and written learning
and pedagogical practice.

e We have purchased the FAR: Feifer Assessment of Learning battery and will implement use of the assessment components
in our literacy coursework, starting with our incoming Winter 2017 teacher candidate cohort. This assessment “takes a
neurodevelopmental approach to reading and is based on the premise that reading disorders vary by dyslexic subtype.”

e We are working together within the literacy faculty to analyze coursework and build on existing course assessments and
learning opportunities. Currently our ED 374 ED 443 courses introduce important content related to dyslexia; however we
want to strengthen the pedagogical applications and assessment knowledge in our ED 444 literacy course. This work can be




completed by summer ’17 at which point all standards will be met.

e We are planning a summer literacy institute where we hope to feature a leading speaker and researcher in the field of
dyslexia instruction; undergraduate students will be invited to attend the literacy institute.
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Notes from Special Educator program analysis discussing gaps and how we will adjust to meet expectations of the law
(including timeline for coming into compliance):

Dyslexia Standards:

A. MET
B. MET
C. MET
D. MET
E. MET

The Special Educator program will examine the relationship between the Dyslexia standards, the Council for Exceptional Children
standards, and the InTASC standards and how they can be intertwined in ways that complement one another. The Special
Educator program would also like to update texts and supplemental materials specific to Dyslexia that better meet/match the
Dyslexia standards. Faculty will review standards and consider adoption of other texts to help tie standards together more
effectively. This work can be completed by summer ‘17 — at which point all standards will be met.
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Notes from Reading Specialist program analysis discussing gaps and how we will adjust to meet expectations of the law
(including timeline for coming into compliance):

e Adapting our practicum to require students to research and disseminate information about dyslexia specific to their school
based site, furthering knowledge of evidence based practice. This will be completed in Winter / Spring 2017.




Students will adapt their case study work in ED 668 to focus on dyslexia standards with special attention to designing
curriculum for intervention. This will happen in Winter 2017.

In ED 609, the practicum will be adapted to include a classroom wide assessment project, looking at dyslexia predictors and
how to provide intervention. This will happen in Winter / Spring 2017.

We will start teaching ED 680, Summer 2017. This course will focus on reading development, as well as take a close look at
predictive factors that contribute to dyslexia. Students will analyze scenarios of differing reading issues and will apply
theory to practice in determining how to meet student needs.

We are planning a summer literacy institute where we hope to feature a leading speaker and researcher in the field of
dyslexia instruction; undergraduate students will be invited to attend the literacy institute.

We have started a conversation with Linguistics faculty about creating a Linguistics for Educators (with content on
phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, language acquisition and variation, and the connections
between linguistics and the development of reading and writing) for Reading Specialist students who have not had
coursework on the foundational knowledge of oral and written learning.

Additional development of assessment can be completed by summer ’17 at which point all standards will be met.




